WOMONSPACE 


our voice in the lesbian commuhnity 


Womonspace is a social, recreational, 
and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. 
Womonspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need in the 
lesbian community of Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original founding members was 
to form an alternative to the gay bars and 
clubs. Out of this vision evolved our monthly 
dances, the newsletter, and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The members of 
Womonspace have asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to lesbians, car rallies, 
ski trips, camping trips and a library geared 
for us. Womonspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to learn to work 
together and support each other. Every single 
activity is done by volunteers. the drop-ins 
are hosted by volunteers and everyone who 
works at our dances is a volunteer. OUR 
society, OUR organization. It’s whatever we 
want to put into it. It’s womyn supporting 
womyn, taking care of each other and our- 
selves. creating a better environment for our 
sisters coming out behind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
give us a call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


Cover 


From the movie Lianne 


Newsletter 
locations 


Abacus Books, 
10449 - 124 Street 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
2nd floor, 10704 - 108 Street 


Common Woman Books 
8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., . 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street 


The Roost, 
10345 - 104 Street 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Womonspace News is published monthly by 
Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educa- 
tional Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a 
non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton 
and surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the con- 
fidentiality of some individuals and / or groups, 
this newsletter will not be publishing last names, 
or complete names, depending on the situations. 

Also, depending on available space, 
Womonspace may have to edit articles that are 
received for this newsletter. 
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Pride 90: Gay & Lesbian Festival 


**Does your mother know?” 
June 16 to 27, 1990 


For more information about the events, phone 
491-7515. The message will be updated daily. 


June 13 
Party at the Roost (10345 - 104 Street) 


June 16 


Womonspace Dance (see back cover) 


June 17 


Gay & Lesbian A.A. Open meeting at St. 
Joseph’s Basilica (113 Street & Jasper Avenue) 


June 18 

Gay Men’s Lifestyles and Appearance in Art, 
History & Literature — Forum at Abacus Books 
June 19 


Open House at the Gay & Lesbian Com- 
munity Centre (9917 - 112 Street); 7 - 10 p.m. 

Erotic Readings at Common Woman Books 
(8724 - 109 St.); 7 p.m. 


June 20 


Information Forum for Gay Men. Testing — 
AZT, Unitarian Church (12530 - 110 Ave.) 


June 21 


Womonspace Wine & Cheese — Womyn's 
Building (9930 - 106 St.); 7 - 9 p.m. 


Parents of Gays & Lesbians Speak —_ 


Workshop at the Unitarian Church (12530 - 110 
Ave.) Sponsored by GALOC, GALYG & Vision. 


June 22 


Metropolitan Community Church. Cof- 
feehouse at St. Stephen’s College (89th Ave. & 
112 St.) 


Gay & Lesbian AA., N.A., & Al-Anon— Open 
House at Unitarian Church (12530 - 110 Ave.) 


June 23 


Hot, Homy & Healthy — Safer Sex Workshop 
for Gay Men at the AIDS Network; 1 - 5 p.m. 


Pride ’90 Dance — Bonnie Doon Community 
Hall; 8:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Gay & Lesbian 
Community Centre and the Imperial Court of the 
Wild Rose. 


June 24 
Pride ’90 Picnic at Rundle Park— Sponsored 
by Dignity. . 


Croquet Tournament — Sponsored by North- 
ern Chaps. At the picnic 


June 27 


information Fair with Mayor Jan Reimer and 
other speakers. First official proclamation of Gay 
Pride Day in Edmonton! Centennial Plaza (100 
St. & 101 Ave. — behind the library); 11 - 2 p.m. 
Official proclamation at 12:10. 

This event is intended to educate Edmon- 
tonians about the lesbian & gay community. A 
good turn-out will probably generate positive 
media coverage. Please attend if possible, to 
show your support. 
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| 
Womonspace Board Members Needed 


Womonspace will be voting to elect a 
P.R. Director and an Activities Director at the 
next general meeting on June 12. 


A nominee must be a Voting member in good 
standing, for a minimum of 60 (sixty) days, 
having attended at least 2 (two) meetings within 
the previous year. 

However, if a member does not qualify and is still 
interested, they may upon approval of the Voting 
Members, become an Acting Director until such 

_ time as they qualify. 


Director-at-large 
of Activities shall: 


promote cultural, recreational and social 
entertainment for the membership. 
coordinate or appoint a coordinator(s) for 
such activities and/or social functions. 
assist and/or oversee appointed coor- 
dinator(s). 

obtain minutes of all activity meetings and 
forward them to the secretary. 


Director-at-large 
of Public Relations shall: 


i. 


iil. 


vill. 


ix. 


act as a Spokesperson for Womonspace in 
conjunction with the President. The Direc- 
tor shall make public statements on Society 
policy and public issues in which 
Womonspace becomes involved. 
facilitate the education of Womonspace 
members about policies of the Society, and 
about current issues and events related to 
its objectives. 

foster awareness among the lesbian com- 
munity about the facilities, activities and 
services of Womonspace. 

keep a current record of media coverage of 
issues relating to the objectives of the. 
Society and make these available to the | 
membership. 

ensure any records or correspondence are 
forwarded to the Secretary. 

arrange for lectures, debates and other 
gatherings of an educational nature which 
are related to the objectives of 
Womonspace. 

attempt to show the general society that 
lesbian/gay individuals have contributed 
to our heritage. 

encourage, promote and conduct research 
which will increase the body of knowledge 
on lesbianism. 

assist and/or oversee the production of our 
Newsletter and its contents. 


LESBIAN SURVIVAL HINT #27: 


RESEARCH BANDANAS 
BEFORE YOU WEAR ONE 
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Womonspace 
General Meeting 


Report 
May 8 


Womonspace members moved that 
Agathe and Kerrie audit the financial records 
for the 89/90 fiscal year. 


The Womonspace Board announced the 
resignation of Activities Director Vickie B. as 
of May 30. 


Members also discussed changes which 
are occurring at the dances due to neighbour- 
hood protests of all activities held at the Bon- 
nie Doon Hall. The Bonnie Doon Association 
is now requiring that, for all functions, a 
security guard of their choice be present and 
that the music shut down by 1:00 a.m. 


Board members have discussed these 
changes; however, at this time we are not in 
a position to research new halls. We are 
asking all dance participants to be coopera- 
tive and understanding! 


Womonspace Grants 
for Gay Games Ill 


The Womonspace Board will be discuss- 
ing the submissions and making a proposal to 
the membership for a vote at the General 


Meeting being held June 12. Those groups/ | 


individuals applying for a grant may wish to 
attend, and participate in the discussion. 


CREATIVE CORNER 


Winds Whisper 

If 1 could live as peaceful 

as the music in me. 

My soul would live forever 
the waves would set me free. 


I’d live in a valley 

with nature all around. 

I’d treasure the wind’s whisper 
and every living sound. 


After the rainfall 

the smell would be divine. 
The rainbow in the clearing 
would show my peaceful sign. 


I’d awaken with the sunrise 
my soul would soon be free. 
If | could live as peaceful 

as the music in me. 


—Dj 


o 
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Womonspace Activities & Social Fions 


General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and non- 
members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on June 12, 1990 
and the following one is on July 10. 


Board Meeting 


Board Meetings are now being held on 
the first Thursday of every month at the 
Women’s Building. Please let a Board Mem- 
ber know if you are planning to attend. 

Our next meeting is on June 7, 1990 and 
the following one is on July 5. 


Dance Committee Meetings 


Meetings are cancelled during summer - 


months and will resume the last Wednesday 
in September. 


% 
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Lesbian Drop-in 


The 2nd Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join us 
for a relaxed evening of coffee and conver- 
sation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, June 14, 
followed by another on July 12. 


Cards/Games Night 


The 4th Friday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a card and games night 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Paul Kane 
House (10220 - 121 Street). Come out and 
join us. Refreshments are available. 


Camp Out 


July 6, 7 & 8 — Friday night, Saturday & 
Sunday — Location to be announced in a 
special mail-out. Members will be sub- 
sidized. See you there! 


Dacific Northwest 
Women’s Music & 
Cultural Jamboree 


Are you dying to go to the Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival, but short of cash? Try the Pacific 
Northwest Women’s Music & Cultural Jamboree 
instead. 

Located in beautiful Bellingham, Washington, 
the Jamboree is a weekend packed with concerts 
(Chris Williamson, Tret Fure, Teresa Trull, Deirdre 
McCalla, and more!), concerts, dances, & 
workshops. 

As well, an open mike night will allow you to 
demonstrate your talent to hundreds. of screaming, 
shirtless womyn. 

Dates: July 6 - 8, 1990. Cost: (US $) $60.00 
advance or $75.00 at the gate for a weekend pass. 
Room & board available at the University of 
Washington (remember those nights in the dorm?) 
for $85.00 (double advance) $100.00 (double, gate, 
or single advance) or $115.00 (single, gate). For more 
information, or to register, write: PNWMCJ, P.O. 
Box 42344, Portland, Oregon 97242 (include self- 
addressed envelopes), or phone (503) 232-9907. 


Fdmonton 
women’s Music 
Collective 


presents a 


WOMEN’S DANCE 
June 9, 1990 


Riverdale Community Hall 
9231 - 100 Avenue 
8:30 P.M. ‘til 1:00 A.M. 
$7.00 sliding scale 
Women’s Music 
Non-alcoholic beverages 
Smoking in the fireplace room 


Lesbian Wine & 
Cheeses June 21 


This event is being held at the Women’s 
Building (9930 - 106 St.) from 7 - 9 p.m., as part 
of the Pride ’90: Gay & Lesbian Festival — come 
and join our celebration! 


Commentary on 
the Stage West 
Production 
**Double Act’ 


Running til mid July, ‘90 — Starring 
George Segal 

i found parts of this play offensive. The play 
reinforces straight prejudices about how gay men 
act and why women become lesbians. 

The play features two psychiatrists, who are 
never seen._on stage. One of the psychiatrists is 
obviously gay. He blubbers throughout the be- 
cause his male patient (George Segal) won’t go 
out with him. The other psychiatrist tells a female 
patient that she must be a lesbian, since her 
marriage failed. There would be a lot more les- 
bians out there if all divorced women were really 
gay! 

My advice is to miss this generally negative 
piece of work. 


—Lynn R. 


Female Counseling 
Gay & Lesbian Community Centre at 9917 - 
112 Street has a female counselor on Thursday 
nights from 7 - 10 p.m. Phone 488-3234 
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WOMONSPACE 


DANCE 


Celebrate Pride ‘90: Gay and Lesbian Festival 


June 16, 1990 


at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street. 
8:30 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. 


Admission: Members - $4”, Non-Members - $7” 


As of January, 1990, all members must show their 
membership card at the door to get the $4.00 admission 


Credits 
Barb L., Lynn R., Sandi S., Sue J., Dj V. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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